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Aims of DASH-2
• To provide a reliable measure of the speed 

of handwriting, while taking account of 
legibility. 

• To assess handwriting speed across 
functional tasks with different demands.

• To provide quantitative and qualitative 
information relevant for intervention 
planning.
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Theoretical foundations
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Free Writing
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 Task: write about the topic in 
everyday writing for 10 minutes.

 Presentation: sub-topics can be 
discussed and used to help with 
ideas.

 Thinking and preparation time.

 When writing, mark (//) every two 
minutes. 
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Examples of Free Writing
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Quantitative
information
• Raw score for legible words

• Scaled score for legible 
words

• % illegible words 

• Profile over 10 minutes
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Qualitative information

 Recorded on back 
page of the Record 
Form e.g.

 Process – 4 Ps

 Product – 7 Ss
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Additional measure I

• Handwriting Legibility Scale (HLS; Barnett, 
Rosenblum & Prunty, 2018). 

• 5 criteria: Overall legibility, effort to read, 
layout on the page, letter formation and 
alterations.

• Each given a score of 1-5. 
• Summed to give total score (5-25). 
• Higher score = poor legibility.
• Low, medium, high categories.
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Additional measure II

• Writing Quality Scale (WQS; Stuart & 
Barnett, 2023) for students in Higher 
Education. 

• 6 criteria: content & development, 
structure & organization, 
vocabulary, sentence structure, 
punctuation, spelling.

• Each given a score of 1-4. 
• Summed to give total score (6-24) .
• Higher score = poor written 

compositional quality.
• Low, medium, high categories.
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Example case: getting the most out of Free Writing

18 year old with dyslexia

• DASH-2 Total SS: 64
• Free Writing scaled score: 

4, % illegible words: zero
• HLS: 16 (high), WQS: 21 

(high) 
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Interpretation in context

• Handwriting process and product

• Background about the individual

• Background about the 
individual’s environment
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Thank you for listening!
Further information:

www.pearsonclinical.co.uk
www.annabarnett.co.uk

abarnett@brookes.ac.uk
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