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W
WREXHAM
M AND FLIINTSHIREE YOUTH JUSTICE SERVICES
S
S WINS
P
PRESTIGIO
OUS COM
MMUNICA
ATION AW
WARD
Wrexham
m Youth Jusstice Servicce & Flintsshire Youth
h Justice Service in North
N
Walees is
celebratin
ng after win
nning the Pe
earson Awaard for Bestt Continued
d Practice in
n Youth Jusstice
at the 2013/2014 Sh
hine a Lightt Awards fo
or their wo
ork ensuringg that more
e young people
mmunication
n needs (SLC
CN) in the criminal
c
jusstice system
m are
with speeech, languagge and com
identified
d and suppo
orted.
n Thursday 3rd April an
nd hosted by
b Broadcasster and Heealth
The Awarrds, held in London on
Campaign
ner, Anne Diamond,
D
a run by Pearson Assessment
are
A
t in partnership with The
Communiication Trusst to honou
ur individuals, teams, campaignss, communication friendly
settings aand communities that have exccelled in th
heir supporrt of childrren and yo
oung
people’s ccommunicaation.
The speech, languagge and com
mmunication work acrross both se
ervices hass demonstraated
continued
d commitm
ment and enthusiasm
e
m to suppo
orting youn
ng people with SLCN
N by
developin
ng and grow
wing the serrvice significcantly after Wrexham Youth
Y
Justicce Service w
were
highly com
mmended at
a the awards in 2012
2 being crow
wned Youth
h Justice Aw
ward winneer at
last year’ss awards.
h and Langu
uage Therapist who works
w
acrosss both servvices, said: “We
Amy Ballaard, Speech
are deligh
hted to havve been aw
warded the Pearson Asssessment Award
A
for Continued Best
Practice in
n Youth Jusstice. We feel very prou
ud that ourr services fo
or young peeople with SSLCN
have been
n recognise
ed nationallyy.
“Receiving this award inspirees us to continue
c
to support our youn
ng people and
acknowledges the ch
hallenges an
nd hard worrk by the en
ntire team. It was great to meet other
o
w have motivated uss to continue to improvve our services. “
finalists who
nds a full‐time Speech and Langu
uage Therap
pist and SLC
CN trainingg has
The projeect now fun
been prio
oritised witth all mem
mbers of th
he Youth Ju
ustice Service includin
ng police, case
holders, prevention
p
working, housing and victim liaisson officerss and child and adolescent
mental heealth worke
ers.
Screeningg tools have
e been deveeloped and a communication policcy is now in
n place ensu
uring
all new sttaff membe
ers receive SLCN awareeness training. Since the
t project began in 2011,
over 120 referrals have
h
been received,
r
with
w Flintshire referralss increasingg by 95%. Both
B
prioritise speech and laanguage in its strategic planning.
services p

Chris Hall, Managing Director of Pearson Assessment, said: “It gives me great pleasure to
congratulate both Wrexham and Flintshire Youth Justice Services for winning the Pearson
Award for Best Continued Practice in Youth Justice. This is a fantastic achievement.
“Through the communication project, the teams are adopting very effective strategies and
policies to identify and support young people with SLCN that impressed the judges. We are
delighted that through the Shine a Light Awards we can shout about Wrexham &
Flintshire’s efforts and go on to inspire others.”
For the full list of Shine a Light winners and highly commended finalists, visit
www.shinealightawards.co.uk
‐Ends‐
For Further Information
For more information, or to arrange an interview with either Wrexham or Flintshire Youth Justice
Services, please contact Laura Smith or Charlotte Hussey at Consilium Communications by emailing
lsmith@consiliumcommunications.co.uk / chussey@consiliumcommunications.co.uk or call
07766651366.
Notes to editors
About the Shine a Light Awards
• The Shine a Light Awards are sponsored and organised by Pearson Assessment in partnership with
The Communication Trust.
• The Awards are designed to promote and celebrate good practice in speech, language and
communication for individuals, groups and settings which work with children and young people,
particularly those with SLCN.
• The awards form part of the legacy of the National Year of Communication (Hello campaign) and
have become a key event in the speech, language and communication community’s calendar.
• Nearly 80 applications were received with 16 winners and 13 highly commended finalists picking up
coveted awards at a glittering ceremony hosted by Anne Diamond.
• 17 judges were involved in the Shine a Light Awards including Janet Cooper, Founder of Stoke
Speaks Out, Peter Sutcliffe, Editor of SEN Magazine, Virginia Beardshaw, Chief Executive of I CAN,
Sean Stockdale, Editor of Special Magazine, Kamini Gadhok, Chief Executive of the Royal College of
Speech and Language Therapists (RCSLT), Diz Minnitt, Milton Keynes Youth Offending Team and
Hilary Berry, Headteacher at Over Hall Community School.
• For further information and to view the film of the ceremony and the full list of judges, visit
www.shinealightawards.co.uk
About Pearson Assessment
• Pearson Assessment is the world’s largest commercial developer and distributor of educational
assessments and psychological testing materials with over 90 years history of commitment to
researching and developing products to a reliable high standard.
• Pearson Assessment is dedicated to the pursuit of professional excellence, leadership, and growth
through acquisition, development, publication, and the maintenance of quality assessment tools in
order to anticipate and meet the needs of its customers.
• Pearson Assessment have sponsored the Shine a Light Awards since their launch in 2011, as part of
the Hello campaign (National Year of Communication).
• For more information, visit www.pearsonclinical.co.uk or follow @PsychCorpUK #SAL2014
About The Communication Trust
• The Communication Trust is a coalition of nearly 50 leading voluntary sector organisations, which
raises awareness, influences policy, promotes best practice among the children’s workforce and
commissions work from its members.
• It has an extensive advisory group, which includes the Royal College of Speech and Language
Therapists, Association of Educational Psychologists and the General Teaching Council.

•

For more information about the Trust visit www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk or follow
@Comm_nTrust #SAL2014

